


California Hazard 
Mitigation Planning and 

Local Plan Alignment 

Central Coast Region – Building Resilience Workshop



} As an Enhanced State, Cal OES 
helps FEMA to implement the 
federal HM programs (HMP, 
PDM/FMA, HMGP)

} This includes the SHMP, LHMP 
initial review and 
coordination, technical 
training and assistance, and 
grant guidance and 
monitoring.  

} HMP staff also supports Cal 
OES’s/the state’s climate 
efforts.

HM Program is split into 
two directorates:

1) Planning, Preparedness, 
& Prevention

2)  Response and Recovery



§ State’s primary hazard 
mitigation guidance 
document

§ Serves as a guide for 
decision-makers

§ Demonstration of 
State’s commitment to 
reduce risks

§ Frequency of updates 
(every 5 years, next one 
due 2018)



DEADLINE FOR 
FEEDBACK IS 

MAY 16, 2018

Ø Can be found on the Cal OES website 
under the Hazard Mitigation Division.

Ø http://www.caloes.ca.gov/cal-oes-
divisions/hazard-mitigation/hazard-
mitigation-planning/state-hazard-
mitigation-plan.

Ø Questions: 
mitigationplanning@caloes.ca.gov

http://www.caloes.ca.gov/cal-oes-divisions/hazard-mitigation/hazard-mitigation-planning/state-hazard-mitigation-plan
mailto:mitigationplanning@caloes.ca.gov


Ø Climate included in CA SHMP since 2007 –
2018 has a larger piece and includes new EJ 
section.

Ø Impacts on mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery 
operations and strain on resources

Ø Resiliency of critical infrastructure and various emergency assets

Ø Understanding how climate change will impact communities and 
engaging them to address those changes. 

Ø Climate changes are affecting the accuracy and practice of using 
only historical records to predict the magnitude, location, and 
frequency of future hazards.

Ø Safeguarding CA (state’s adaptation strategy) vs. CA SHMP (state’s 
mitigation strategy)



How LHMPs integrate with the 2018 SHMP:
üChapter 3-State Goals and Objectives, Strategies 
and Actions

üChapter 5-Local Hazard Mitigation Planning
üChapter 6-9-State’s risk assessment and hazard 
analysis

üChapter 10-Grants and Enhanced Plan Criteria 
(including grants management and performance)

üProgress Summaries and Best Practices 



Requires inclusion of climate change adaptation 
strategies into Safety Element of General Plans.  
Encourages inclusion of climate into LHMPs.  
Funding carrot – HMGP and CRMAs.
Requires inclusion of Environmental Justice into GP 
through a new element or distributed approach 
(and recommends inclusion into LHMPs). 

Encourages adoption of LHMPs into GP Safety 
Element (occurs after LHMP approval).  Funding 
carrot for jurisdictions is increased State cost share 
for CDAA (Public Assistance).

SB 379

SB 1000

AB 2140

SB 1241

Revises safety element requirements of GPs to 
address the risk of fire SRAs and VHFHSZs.
Information in LHMPs can be used to fulfill 
requirement.





THANK YOU!

Megan Walton
Cal OES, Hazard Mitigation Planning
916-845-8766 
Megan.walton@caloes.ca.gov
mitigationplanning@caloes.ca.gov (for general mitigation planning 
questions)

mailto:Megan.walton@caloes.ca.gov
mailto:mitigationplanning@caloes.ca.gov


Required Elements
Ø Land use
ØCirculation
ØHousing
ØConservation
ØOpen Space
ØNoise
Ø Safety
Ø Environmental Justice
ØAir Quality

New Chapters
Ø Public Engagement
Ø Healthy communities
Ø Climate Change
Ø Economic Development
Ø Social Equity/Resilience
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¨ New section on Climate 
Adaptation and Resilience, as 
per SB 379 (2015)

¨ Highlights better coordination 
with LHMPs (AB2140)

¨ Contains internal and external 
links to related elements and 
considerations

¨ Prepared in coordination with 
other resources, including OES 
resources, Cal-Adapt, 
Adaptation Planning Guide, 
ICARP
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} Climate change adaptation is now required in Safety Elements
◦ Safety element is the statutory “home” 
◦ Supports incorporation in to other areas
◦ Encourages cross-linkages and co-benefits

} Some distinct actions:
◦ Review existing plans (gap analysis)
◦ Assess community vulnerability
◦ Create a set of goals, policies and objectives
◦ Create a set of “feasible” implementation measures
◦ Implement measures

} Timeline considerations:
◦ Update at the next LHMP update OR by 1/2022 if no LHMP;
◦ Using an adaptation plan, climate action plan or general plan;
◦ Suggestion to use the Housing Element to align updates (like fire and 

flood);
◦ Leverage State funding opportunities
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Cal-Adapt.org and the Adaptation 
Planning Guide – Statutory Link
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Adaptation Clearinghouse
www.resilientca.org (Currently in BETA)
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Will support visioning/case studies, development of plans and 
policies, implementation and tracking progress on SB379.

http://www.resilientca.org/


California Adaptation Forum
www.californiaadaptationforum.org
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Supporting the California Adaptation community of practice. 



Michael McCormick, AICP
Elizabeth Baca, MD

Michael.McCormick@opr.ca.gov
Elizabeth.baca@opr.ca.gov

Climate and Land Use Related Resources:
www.opr.ca.gov

www.caloes.ca.gov
www.climatechange.ca.gov

www.resources.ca.gov/climate
www.coolcalifornia.org

www.resilientca.org (in BETA)
www.Cal-Adapt.org

www.californiaadaptationforum.org
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mailto:Michael.McCormick@opr.ca.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.baca@opr.ca.gov
http://www.opr.ca.gov/
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/
http://www.climatechange.ca.gov/
http://www.resources.ca.gov/climate
http://www.coolcalifornia.org/
http://www.resilientca.org/
http://www.cal-adapt.org/
http://www.californiaadaptationforum.org/


Partners:


