
Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District
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History

 July 11, 2006 – City Council approved 
formation of Assessment District to fund 
specific services to reduce the impacts 
associated with wildfire

 Duration: One year
▪ Allowing for an annual renewal
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Assessment Area



WFSAD Services

 Vegetation Road Clearance (Sept. – Jan.)
 Defensible Space Assistance

▪ Voluntary Evaluations
▪ Chipping Services (March-June)

 Vegetation Management
▪ Community Fuels Treatment Network and 

Vegetation Management Units
• Identified and prioritized in City Wildland Fire 

Plan
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Vegetation Road Clearance 

14 Miles Treated in FY2018
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Chipping Services

Chipping available to all 
Assessment District residents

 Encourages property owners to create 
defensible space 

 Provides a cost effective way to dispose 
of material

 Over 300 tons of flammable vegetation 
removed in FY2018

 3500 tons removed since 2008
 100% of the chips recycled in FY2018
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Chipping Services
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Vegetation Management

•Remove Flammable 
Vegetation

•Remove Ladder Fuels

•Reduce Fuel Load 30-60%

•Remove Dead Vegetation

•Remove Exotic and Invasive 
Plant Species

•Protect natural resources, 
special status species (i.e. 
plants and animals)

Challenges

•Biological Requirements

•Limited Access 
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Project Areas 
FY 2018 - 2019

Las Canoas & 
St. Mary’s
FY 2018
9 acres

Mountain Drive
FY 2009 
3 Acres

Las Tunas/Mountain Dr
FY 2012
15 Acres

Hillcrest Road
FY 2012 
16 Acres

North Ontare
FY 2019 
7 Acres

Eucalyptus Hill
FY 2013
25 Acres

Coyote/Circle/Westmont

FY 2013 ~ 10 Acres

Alston Place
FY 2014
11 Acres

Garcia/Ferrelo
Canyon
FY 2016
2 Acres

Jimeno/Garcia
Canyon

FY 2015-17
8 Acres

St. Mary’s
FY 2019
8 Acres
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2018 Firesafe Grant

•City of Santa Barbara FY2018 
Community Fuels Hazard 
Reduction Project

•$17,500 with 100% match

•Added funding for vegetation 
management

•Focus on the Community Fuels 
Treatment Network

•Project work will be completed in 
FY2019



11

General Fund 

Appropriation

$200,000

Wildland Fire 

Suppression 

Assessment Fund

$272,404


Total Funding =

$472,404

Wildland Program Funding
FY 2019
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Renewal Process
 An Engineer’s Report is required in the 

adopting resolution

 CPI Increase of 3.6%

Rate for 2018-2019: 
$82.20 per single family parcel-Foothill Zone

$101.93 per single family parcel-Extreme Foothill



13

Projects
FY 2019

▪ Vegetation Road Clearance

▪ Chipping Services

▪ Voluntary Defensible Space Evaluations

▪ Complete Community Fuels Treatment Network 
vegetation management project
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